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Seagrave S Yéars—lnng
Qtruﬁgle Wtﬁ an Asmn 'I’ravedy«v

Sterhng

' "’”By Hénry Allen

The ’nospntal — “our - hospital,”, as Sterhng Seagrave
puts it, he being the seventh and possxbly last generation
of the Seagraves to be born in Burma ~—is-in the north-
eastern part of the country. “It sits on mountains over-
looking China. You carr-see snowcapped: peaks in the dis-
tance. It’s a huge thing, eight or 10 bmldmgs the size of
the White House A

- 'The hospital has, everything and»nothmg to do thh the-j
book Seag;ave just published about chemical warfare — :
“Yellow Rain.” The book details what he and our State:

stibstance called T2;:which has beerr used -by Soviets, he '} 4
says, and by their surrogates, in Vxetnam,Laos Cambo- o
d:a; Chinay Yemewxdﬁkxzbamstan.. 2P LY H
" Seagrave quotes a Ldotian tribesman in the book: *
There was blood coming from their noses cnd ears and
blisters appecered: on-thewr skin: Theu- skin was turning-
yetow. All the chickens, dogs'and pigs: were also dead.

when you take them n-t of the-watem skins were *
alréady:yellow. Soort some of them turned black and they :
go&-bl&sters like the-oikers. Blood. cmn&fronrthearnoses
anll‘they BT R g e
‘Seagrave is the scien-not only of seven generatlons of
doctors ,and- Baptist.missionaries -in-Barma, kit .also - of .
Gordon Sengrave, who became famous 2s the “Burma Sur- |
geon.” The father’s-death in.1965 was followed by the
confiscation of hm _hospital by the Burmese government
anciby the'ouster of ‘the Seagrave farm}y from theu' home'

Eor aateLd
e don, on thiscold night i V\’as;hmg‘l:onJt wears a
ht,htwelaht blue blazer.. He'sips soda water in:a hotel’ bar.
He geems chionicallii wary; as if he’s certain he will at any*
moment remember thathe has, for otten.hxa carkeys or:
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““I'm vindicated,” he says. “Local boy makes good.”
‘He is 44, a dropout of the University of Miami, of Mex-
ico, of Venemela a veteran of tle Merchant Marine, and
of two vety bad days being beaten by Cuban policemen
who suspected rightly that he was trying to join the then-
guemlla forces of Fidel Castro. He has held a lot of jobs
in journalism, from The Washington Post to the Pitts-
burgh Press to 10 years of free- lancmt, He traveled in a
dugout canoe down the Mekong River, from the Chmese

border to Vientiane, Laos. He lived for two years in Ma-

laysia, a year in Thailand, all over Asia, except in Burma,
where his father and family are buried. He was married to
a Burmese. He is divorced. He spent years living with his
two- children: on a 32-foot sallboat. He I3 rcotless and
homesick at: the same.time. .. 7 1"
“Hell; . we've-got. 2 30- or 40-m11hon-do]lar plant in
Burma he says, referring to the ‘hespital, always in the
- prese € tense: “My first memories
are ol ffeel"ﬂ‘ the Japs to India. Any-|
hody {viiogrows up in the situation I
dld. is Ber;manently,cnppled G

Rt i

Thxa, has)somethmg to do with hxs
decmen 10 comé-back to the US. to -
go to ground. I got a job with Time-
Llfe ‘books-Lere..But it ‘was quiet. I'
neecled something to do. One night I
met, this.man who'd been searchma
for \/IIA& in. Lacs.”

i The* man, whom ““he calls.
Schramm ‘in the‘ book, had comei
back-from Laos with the femur of an;
American' pilot. &nd tales picked up)
from four French mercenaries abouti
Hmong .tribesmen being lul!ed by
axrplanes dropping gas.: - !

t-.“Ypres,”: the Frenchmen had saxd
refemng to--poison gas attacks at
Ypres-during World War I :
i Seagrave looked into it - '

+.Her traveled through Indochma
collectmg -Teports, as did American |
officials trying tofind .out what
weapon it could be that would cause
such.deaths. He' interviewed scien--
tists and read biology-texts. He stud-:i
ied the:history-of-gas and germ war-.‘
fare,-all the horror -and po!iticking".
that have resulted-in all the labored !
and hopele:,a mtematxonal covenants
againsb itz - -
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